Café Cultura promotes unity and healing among
Indigenous peoples through creative expression while
empowering youth to find their voice, reclaim oral and
written traditions, and become leaders in their
communities.

Spoken Word

Performance Poetry

Creative Expression
Open Mic Events
Workshops for Youth
Award-Winning

Grassroots

www.cafecultura.org – www.facebook.com/cafecultura
info@cafecultura - 720-394-6589

What the community says about us…


“I love the safe environment Café Cultura has provided for youth to express
their poetry. What Café Cultura gives to the Brown & Red communities is
important to ensure our people have a forum to share our creativity.”



“I attended not knowing what to expect at all, and I walked out with a passion
and sense of empowerment. It felt really good and meaningful.”



“Cafe Cultura has maintained its roots in the community-directly in the inner
cities and with Native communities…and has continued to grow and become
well recognized in Denver and across the nation as a grassroots organization in
the forefront of spoken word/poetry…They provide a format for youth to
express themselves in a positive, creative manner…inspiring words of the next
generation of Native Youth.”



“My most memorable moment was going to a workshop…and finding something I didn't know I had inside.”



“really impressed me…inspired me…thank you so much for spending your time and sharing your stories and poems with us” Jasmin, 7th grader



“Thank you for inspiring me to be a better poet. Now I feel better about poetry because you made it look fun.” -Arturo, 7th grader



“I liked when we had to write our own poems…I think I’ll use poems to express my feelings. It’s a real great thing to do. I hope you
could keep saying your poems to other people so they could be inspired too.” –Katherin, 7th grader



“The kids were really moved and inspired, as was I. You are starting ripples and influencing kids in ways you cannot possibly
imagine.”-7th grade teacher



“Expressing myself through poetry…Overall, the workshop is great. I learned to not be embarrassed about my culture and be
proud!” -6th grader

Café Cultura Collective members
Alejandro Jimenez is an emerging spoken word artist from Colima,
Mexico. He works with youth in Southwest Denver and has been a Cafe
Cultura Collective member for nearly 2 yrs. Having lived undocumented for
the majority of his life in the United States, his poetry focuses on the daily
struggles lived as an immigrant, the pressures and responsibilities from
identifying as an Indigenous man of color, and the barriers he sees facing the
communities he identifies with. Alejandro is also the 2011 Su Teatro Barrio
Slam champion and the first Latino/a to accomplish such a feat.
Born and raised in Denver, Ara Cruz is a Xicano/Indigenous (Mexica/Tiwa)
spoken word artist, educator, and organizer. Graduating from the University of
Colorado at Boulder with a B.A. in Ethnic Studies (emphasis in Chicana/o and
American Indian Studies), Ara used the experience he gained in campus and
community organizing through MEChA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chican@ de
Aztlan), Oyate (Native student group), and other organizations to co-found Café
Cultura. For several years, he has taught numerous spoken word workshops for
youth as well as performed at high schools, conferences, universities, and
community events. Having released a book and CD entitled "A Journey in Red and
Black Ink," Ara has coordinated 2 tours, performing in San Diego, Los Angeles,
Phoenix, San Antonio, Austin, Houston, Del Rio (TX), El Paso, Tucson,
Albuquerque, and Española (NM).
Bobby LeFebre is a Denver-born award-winning spoken word artist, actor, and social worker. He is a two
time Grand Slam Champion, a National Poetry Slam Finalist, an Individual World Poetry Slam Finalist, and
has been a member of three National Poetry Slam Teams. LeFebre holds a Bachelor's Degree in Psychology
and is an Arts and Culture Master's Candidate at the University of Denver.
Chance Two Crow is Oglala Lakota as well as Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara (Three
Affiliated tribes). I was born and raised in Denver, Colorado. I received a G.E.D.
through N.A.M.E.S. (Native American Multicultural Education School) and I'm
currently attending Community College of Denver to be a teacher. I am a poet/lyricist
who wants to inspire positive, conscious thinking and productive community outreach
through my poems and songs.
My name is David Ocelotl Garcia. I am a Mexican artist and have been blessed with a creative energy that
allows me to express myself through many mediums, including sculpture, painting, music and dance. The
purpose of my art is not only for visual beauty but also for visual education. I create it to enlighten the mind,
body and soul. Through these expressions I am able to relive my past, rich in tradition, art, music, and dance.
Through many unconscious emotions, deep energies and personal visions, I transcend time and tell the story
of my past, present and future.
Derek Brown (Dine') was born in Denver CO and raised in Flagstaff, AZ a
border-town outside The Navajo Nation. He received his bachelor's degree at
The Art Institute of Colorado in Digital Film making & Video Production.
Through the use of graphic design, commercial art, film and video, Derek uses
his creativity and skills to bring more awareness and strength to the Native
American community. His collaboration in the Sand Creek Spiritual Healing

Run/Walk was nominated for the 2009 Regional Heartland Chapter Emmy Award, and is currently assisting
Rocky Mountain PBS in an Urban Indian Relocation documentary. He has assisted in many Native American
projects, and is excited to broaden his horizons by exploring opportunities for his versatile career.
Hello, I am the Start of the Red Streak People born for the Water's Edge
Clan. My maternal grandparents are the Under His Covers Clan and my
paternal grandparents are the Nakota people. My name is Desirea Lisa
LaMotte. My parents are Terrilyn and Dewayne LaMotte. I have six
younger sisters and one older sister. I have two younger brothers. I was
blessed with 4 nephews and 1 niece. My maternal grandparents are Milton
and the Late Alberta Thompson. My Nalis are Rosita and Sammy Jim. I am
originally from a little community called Ganado located in Arizona. This is
who I am as a Navajo woman.
Born and raised in Denver, Eden merges her inspirations from her children
with her Indigenous roots (Mexikah, Dine',Lakota and San Felipe Pueblo) to
create spoken word. Through traditional Aztec and Jingle/Pow-Wow
dancing, she is teaching her sons the traditions of their people. In
collaboration with Cafe Cultura, Medicine Heart Dancers, and Grupo Tlaloc,
Eden has been organizing youth workshops, compiling scholarships, and
coordinating fundraisers. Eden is currently composing a spoken
word/photography book called "Tracing the Foot Prints of Eden."
Hannabah Blue is Dine’ (Navajo), originally from Kirtland, NM. Her clans
are the Red Bottom Clan, born for Bilagaana. Her maternal grandparents’
clan is the Tangle People Clan, and her paternal grandparents are also
Bilagaana. She is currently a Capacity Building Assistance Specialist at the
National Native American AIDS Prevention Center (NNAAPC) where she
coordinates technical assistance and HIV prevention interventions targeting
Native women. She has a double major in Broadcast Journalism/Gender and
Sexuality Studies from NYU, is working towards a Maternal and Child
Health Graduate Certificate focusing on Native women through the University of Arizona, and was recently
accepted to the Harvard School of Public Health where she will pursue of Masters of Science degree in the
Department of Society, Human Development and Health. She also serves on the Board of the Café Cultura,
which promotes creative expression and leadership among Indigenous and Latino youth.
Jozer is originally from El, Paso Texas. He attends the University of Denver
and hopes to graduate in 2014. Jozer teaches poetry workshops and performs
for young students all over the state. This year, Jozer managed to become the
youth grand slam city champion. His team went out to the international
competition and took third in the world! He has also been featured on the
HBO series "Brave New Voices" and has a few Ted talks online. His mission
is to educate and gift struggling kids like him the power of words.
As part of an emerging generation of dynamic young leaders, Julie Gonzales works in various capacities to
build strong and lasting coalitions around immigrant justice, educational reform, and workers' rights. She has
been involved with the Cafe Cultura Collective for the past six years and is proud to help create such a
powerful intergenerational space to think critically about the myriad complicated issues facing our
communities. Julie was born on the San Carlos Apache reservation in Arizona, and grew up along the south
Texas borderlands. Her family has deep old-school Chicano roots in southern Colorado and northern New
Mexico and she is blessed to call Denver home.

Born in the state of Illinois but raised in Aurora, CO, Marisela Zepeda had no
problem making the state home. She fell in love with creative writing since the
first short story she wrote at the age of 15. A couple of years after, she wrote a
poem entitled "Individuality." This poem was published later in an anthology that
was distributed to select colleges across the U.S. Although she took a break from
writing, she started up again about 5 years ago working with a nonprofit
organization called Café Cultura. Since then, she has been working on her
collection of pieces that will later turn into a book.
Mat Barkhausen was born and raised in Denver, Colorado, but his people are the Skarure' Kahte'nu'aka, the
indigenous nations in North Carolina and Virginia known in English as the Tuscarora/Meherrin/Nottoway.
Mat has a BA in interactive media design from the Art Institute of Colorado, and is pursuing an MA in
Political Science at the University of Colorado Denver. Mat works as a creative professional for the National
Native American AIDS Prevention Center, where he designs culturally responsive HIV/AIDS awareness,
education, and prevention materials for American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians. Mat's
vision is to continue his education either as a PhD or return to law school to continue to advocate for the
human rights of indigenous peoples.
Molina is a Denver-based Hip-Hop artist, poet, educator, historian, and
futurist, hailing from the northern tip of Aztlan – Rawlins, WY. Molina
attended the University of Wyoming, where he learned more about life
through living than in the classroom. Molina has toured coast-to-coast with
his poetry and music. He frequently visits schools, community hubs, group
homes, and cultural centers, building with youth across racial and class lines
and across boundaries. For more info and free music downloads visit
www.MolinaSpeaks.com.
Stefanie Tsosie is from Bahalii, New Mexico on the Navajo Nation. Since
then, she's left footprints in Albuquerque, California, Louisiana, Montana, and
Denver. Stefanie graduated with a B.A. from Stanford University and since
that time has been working with various nonprofits in community organizing
and fundraising. She has also been exploring essayist writing on social justice
and race relations. Stefanie will be pursuing a dual PhD in sociology and a JD
in the upcoming years.
Tanaya Winder is from the Southern Ute and Duckwater Shoshone Nations. She graduated from Stanford
University in 2008 with a BA in English. Tanaya was a finalist in the 2009 Joy Harjo Poetry Competition and
a winner of the A Room Of Her Own Foundation's Spring 2010 Orlando prize in poetry. Her poems have
appeared in Cutthroat magazine, Yellow Medicine Review, Adobe Walls, and Superstition Review, amongst
others. She teaches composition and introduction to creative writing at the University of New Mexico where
she is currently pursuing her MFA in poetry.
Growing up alongside her grandfather, poet Lalo Delgado, Vanessa Delgado has become
socially conscious to the issues facing Latinos/as. She has also learned how the arts can
empower communities, which is one of the sole reasons she continues to write and be an
active member in my community. She has a degree in Journalism and Mass
Communication from Metropolitan State College of Denver and a Master's degree in
Communication from the University of Colorado at Denver. Aside from her volunteer
work with Café Cultura, she is a board member for the Colorado Latino Forum. She works
as a public affairs specialist for the Bureau of Land Management Colorado State Office.

